GMMDC

Govan Mbeki Mathematics M Ed ia ArtiCIes 2022

Development Centre
empowering young minds

Visit to Thabo Mbeki Foundation

Article Link

NELS®N MANDELA

11/05/2022

At

Melson Mandela University's Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development Centre (GMMDC) recently visited the Thabo Mbeki Foundation in Johannesburg to

update the Foundation on their Maths and Scence development work and honouring the late Dr Govan Mbeki's legacy in this w

From feft, Prof Werner Qfivier, Director of the Govan Mbeki Mathematics Development

oundation, and Flora Qlivier and Carine Steyn

Centre, Max Bogwana, CEQ Thabo M
from the Centre.

The Thabo Mbeki Foundation CEQ Max Bogwana warmly welcomed the delecation and said
that he remembered the initial project media meeting with Dr Mbeki and the Universioy
delegation in 2001 where he was present

Mr Bogwana also expressed appreciation on behalf of the foundation for the centre's
initiatives, which have created skills and future opportunities for thousands of learners with

potential from poor areas in the Eastern Cape and other provinces since 2002

nal

The team also shared information about their customised techne-blended educat
models and resources for Maths and Sciences that resulted from engagement projects and

action research during this time

The centre was formally launched in the
Science Faculty in 2002 after the late Dr
Mbeki, or "Oom Gov", as he was
affectionately known, agreed in 2001 w

gllow his name to be linked to an
initiative to promote the study of Maths

and Science in the Eastern Cape.

Dr Mbeki's strong stance on the value of education and, more specifically, skills linked to Mathematics

and Science, was a natural link with engagement initiatives that were already in the Science Faculty at

the ome. Govan Mbeki Doctor of Law (Honoris Causal zoon

His statemnent on his 90 birthday remained a reference for the centre to this day: “Our South African

"Cur Sowcth Afnican youth must study
Mathematics and Science in ovdex fox us to
fea wiring nation”

youth must study Mathematics and Science in order for us to become a winning naticn™.

The University awarded an honorary doctorate in Law to Govan Mbeki in 2001. Dr Mbeki died in
Septemnber of that year and his son President Thabo Mbeki received it posthumously on his behalf in

December 2001,
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New book documents difference
made by MathArt competition

Herald Reporter

Mathematics and art have al-
warys been considered worlds
apart, but an innovative ap-
proach to combining the ore-
ative with the calculated has
culminated in the launch of a
coffee table bools, MathArr Ex-
pressions by SA Youth.

The narrative of the book
emanates from the anmual
MathArt competition. organ-
i1sed by Melson Mandela Uni
versity's Govan Mbeki Mathe-
matics Development Centre
(GMMDO) since 2018, and en-
courages pupils to bridge the
gap between the two subjects.

Centre director Prof Werner

Olivier said the MathArt pro-

ject was a practical way to pro-
mote creative problem-solving

and trans-disciplinarity in
schinls in the form of maths

Through the
competition, we
encourage
learners and
teachers to see

maths differently’

inspired artwork.

“In the book [launched yes-
terday] we explore what we've
done with the maths and an
project, and hiosw we are work
ing to promote the STEAM ap
proach in teaching mathemat-
les at school, in lne with inter-
national trends.” he said

GMMDC project co-ordina-
tor Canimie Steyn said for the

competition pupils submitted a
photograph of their artworks
online, and the top entrants
couriered their artworks to the
cenire for final adjudication by a
diverse panel of judges.

The competition draws en-
tries from every province, with
many of the winning entries go-
ing on to be displayed overseas
through the international
Bridges Organisation

“Through the competition,
We Can encourage learmers and
teachers to see maths differenithy.

“They are encouraged to see
maths as ned boring but rele-
vant and fun,” Steyn said

“Omie of our aims has also
been to make the project as ac-
cessible as possible to all learn-
ers, especially those in under-re-
souroed schools,

“All you need o enter the
Competition is 4 piece of a paper

and a peneil®

Ofliver sabd using maore visu-
als than words, the “roots™
chapter of the book told the
story of the centre and how its
emphasis on STEAM education
inspired the competition

The "trunk” chapter ex-
pands on the competition and
shares how it has grown from
prowincial to national level,
and how it has also strength-
ened maths education.

The “branches” chapter de
scribes the artworks received,
and the different themes they
have explored, while the
“fruits” chapter depicts the un-
expected outcomes,

The "reach” chapter covers
the competition's footpring
from an educational and inter-
natsonal perspective,

The book is available on or-
der ar; mathart@mandelaacza
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bettering maths marks
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Abour G0 grade 12 puplls at three Ggeberha schools have a chance of
improving their maths marks and bettering thelr chances of getting Into

university thanks to an innovative programme.

Ihe matrie maths classes at Ethembend Enrichment Centre in horth End
Paterson High and 51 Thomas High — along with an addidonal 15 pasc puplls
outslde these schools who falled matric maths and are repeating the subject

nodw have access to MNelson Mandela University's MobilutorZa Academy.



https://www.heraldlive.co.za/news/2022-05-18-giving-pupils-a-second-chance-at-bettering-maths-marks/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR0I_ifjqt2q2iZ04s60IEuewRqVWpa1uxxAoQ034dfG-fDcSuf-KgmJ2-E#Echobox=1652877685
https://news.mandela.ac.za/News/Isuzu-and-Mandela-University-team-up-to-help-matri

